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   PTA News  12 September 2011


Calendar

September

16 – Early Dismissal 12:35 pm – ½ day 

      Teachers’ Professional Day

20 – Parent Workshop, 6-7:00 pm

      PTA Meeting, 7 – 8:15 pm

23 – Reflections Family Fun Night

28 – Walk to School Day

29 – Honors Assembly (3rd – 5th) during 

      school; First Quarter ends

30 – No school for students – Teachers’ 

      Professional Day

October

3-14 Intersession

You’re invited to come and play in the dirt!

What: Work Session for the Garden/Outdoor Learning PTA Group

When: Saturday, September 17 from 9-12 a.m. 
Join us and help weed and water the courtyard, harvest sunflower seeds, add greens to the compost bin, and enjoy bagels and coffee.

For more information or to sign up, please contact Leslie Duss at leslie.duss@gmail.com.

Fabulous Fall Fundraiser Tickets on Sale Soon!

If you haven’t already done so, mark your calendar on Oct. 22 for Mount Vernon Community School's 2nd Annual “Fabulous Fall Fundraiser.”  It’s a festive, adults-only evening featuring music, and food and drink from local restaurants.  This year we’ll raise money for $25,000 in literacy and technology needs at MVCS.  Tickets will go on sale Sept. 26th and can be bought in the following ways: on the playground after school during the weeks of Sept. 26th and Oct. 17th; at the PTA meeting on October 18th; or on-line at www.MVCSPTA.org  starting Sept. 26th. 

Reserve the date now!

Supplements to School Lunch

Did you know? If your child pays for lunch and his or her account is empty, your child will still get fed. The money to pay for that food comes from the PTA, not the city or the Federal government. The cost can be up to $300 (the equivalent of 12 PTA memberships) each year to ensure that no child goes hungry.

So if your account accidentally runs out, and your child ends up needing to take advantage of this program, please consider giving a small donation to the PTA to help offset this cost.

Mt. Vernon’s Birthday Book Program

Starting last year, at Ms. Radomsky’s suggestion, MVCS presents each student with a book on his or her birthday. Each day, students celebrating a birthday are invited to Ms. Radomsky’s office, where they receive a book of their choice. These books are for students to take home and enjoy over and over!

MVCS shirts are still available!

You can get one at the next PTA meeting or by contacting Shawn Parish at mvcsfundraising@yahoo.com.
Upcoming Field Trips

September 15

2nd grade – Mt. Vernon Estate

3rd grade – Capitol and Archives

PTA Reflections Program Kicks Off with Family Fun Night on September 23rd
The PTA Reflections program encourages students to explore their artistic talents. The program offers students the opportunity to create works of art for fun and recognition. Artwork may be submitted in six arts areas: 

· dance choreography 

· film production 

· literature 

· musical composition 

· photography

·  visual arts.

Each year, students are asked to create art inspired by a 

specific theme. The 2011-2012 theme is "Diversity Means..."
Annually, hundreds of thousands of students participate in the Reflections program through their local PTAs. These student winners go on to compete at the district/regional and state levels, with the best-of-the-best entries going to National PTA to be considered for a National Reflections award.

Artwork may be created at home, at school, or anywhere else, and the submittal date will be in late October. 

But to kick it off, please join us for Reflections Family Fun Night on Friday, September 23rd! Pizza will be served, and art supplies available to get everyone started. See you then!

Big Flea Planning Meeting

It’s 8 months out but never too early to start organizing our biggest MVCS fundraiser.  Come and visit the Flea planning committee (or join it) on Wednesday, September 14th at 7pm at the home of coordinator Art Witebsky, 17 E. Mason Avenue.  For more information, contact Kim Winters at kimberly.winters@verizon.net.

Talented and Gifted Referrals Deadline is Thursday, September 29th
The Talented and Gifted (TAG) program at Mount Vernon provides services for students whose academic or artistic needs cannot be met through differentiation in the classroom setting. Students can be referred by school staff, family members, or any community member who have evidence that the student is performing at a level that requires a specialized educational program. Mount Vernon teachers are continually finding ways to differentiate in order to meet the needs of students in their classroom, and actively observe their students for characteristics that may indicate a need for gifted services. If you have any questions about the Talented and Gifted program at Mount Vernon please feel free to contact the TAG Designee, Cassandra Ford, or visit the ACPS TAG website at acps.k12.va.us/curriculum/ design/tag.php for more information. There will be another opportunity to refer students in the winter, with a final referral deadline in late February.

This week’s PTA News was graciously translated by Rita Ayllon. If you can translate from written English to written Spanish and have a few hours to spare a few times a year, please contact Emily Springer at emilys@aiaa.org.







