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IMPORTANT DATES:

Wed., Sept. 7       Picture Day
Fri., Sept 9          Intersession Packets go home
Mon., Sept. 12     Intersession Registration Begins

Thurs., Sept. 15  2nd. Grade-Mt. Vernon Estates

                             3rd. Grade-Capitol Tour

Fri., Sept. 16       Early Dismissal, 12:35 p.m.

Tues., Sept. 20    Parent Workshop, 6-7:00 pm    

                             PTA Meeting in Aud.,                                          
                             7:00-8:15 pm
Fri., Sept. 30        No School for Students, Professional

                              Time for Teachers/Paraprofessionals                     

WE WOULD LIKE TO WELCOME THE FOLLOWING NEW STAFF TO MVCS:  

*Lacey Gandy-Intersession Coordinator

*Cristina Pina-Kindergarten

*Sofia Melendez Contreras-Kindergarten

*Kristy Shoaff-Third Grade

*Miryam Oziel-Fourth Grade

* Rebecca Berkowitz-Fourth Grade

* Holly Rocchetti-Fifth Grade 

* Mirna Cruz-Paraprofessional

* Laura Tompkins-Paraprofessional

* Evelyn Paul-Art Teacher

* Richard Payne-Vocal

* Virgilio Joven-Orchestra

* Denise Swanberg-Vocal

* Xiomara Hernandez-P.E.

* Cordelia Lawson-Reading Specialist

*William Ketchum-School Improvement Coach

*Rebecca Shinners-Special Education

*Andrew Intagliata-Psychologist
*Erica Fritz-ELL

*Catherine Gammage-Special Education
LISA CLAUSEN, RN, MVCS SCHOOL NURSE 

My goal is to ensure that your student will enjoy a safe and healthy school year. If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to call my office at (703) 706-4464.

School Health Services include:

1. Care of sick and injured children according to school guidelines.

2. Hearing and vision screenings for students in grades 
K and 3, and all students new to ACPS. Parents/Guardians may also request these screenings for any student.

3. Administration and coordination of care for students with identified conditions during the school day. Medication Reminders:

1. Medications must be transported to and from school by a parent or guardian.

2. Prescription medications—Medication Authorization Forms must be signed by the physician and parent/guardian.

3. Non-prescription medications—Medication Authorization Forms must be signed by the parent/guardian.

WORK SESSION FOR THE GARDEN/OUTDOOR  LEARNING PTA GROUP
When: Saturday, September 17 from 9-12 a.m. Join us and help weed and water the courtyard, harvest sunflower seeds, add greens to the compost bin, and enjoy bagels and coffee. RSVP to leslie.duss@gmail.com.
Alexandria City Public Schools, in partnership with

our families and community, will educate effectively

all learners to succeed in a changing world.

INTERSESSION NEWS
Intersession registration packets will go home with students on September 9, 2011.  Registration will take place on September 12th, 13th, and 14th.  Intersession confirmation letters will be sent home on September 22nd.  There should be space for all students wanting to attend intersession.






PICTURE DAY SEPTEMBER 7
Your child’s individual school pictures will be taken on Wednesday, September 7. Forms were distributed in classrooms this week. Please have your child return the form, with payment, to his/her teacher by September 6 if you would like to purchase your child’s picture.  (Individual Picture Make-up and Re-take Day will be Wednesday, October 26, and class pictures will be taken in the spring.) 

REMINDERS
· Please contact the office immediately if you are going to be late due to an emergency.  If there is a change in the dismissal procedure for your child, you must notify the office and teacher in writing or email.

· All visitors must sign in and receive a visitor’s badge when entering the building.  

· Teachers cannot hold conferences with parents during the school day unless arrangements have been made in advance.  Contact the teacher by e-mail or send a note requesting a conference.  

· ACPS has adopted a Student Wellness Policy.  We are required to provide healthy foods and snacks for students.  We also want to protect students who may have food allergies.  Therefore, parents are asked to refrain from bringing cakes, juice, cupcakes, and other food to school for birthday celebrations.

· Please make sure there is enough money in your child (ren)’s lunch fund.  Also, please don’t let your child leave their lunch at home.
TALENTED AND GIFTED REFERRALS DEADLINE IS THURSDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 29, 2011 
The Talented and Gifted (TAG) program at Mount Vernon provides services for students whose academic or artistic needs cannot be met through differentiation in the classroom setting. Students can be referred by school staff, family members, or any community member who have evidence that the student is performing at a level that requires a specialized educational program. Mount Vernon teachers are continually finding ways to differentiate in order to meet the needs of students in their classroom, and actively observe their students for characteristics that may indicate a need for gifted services. If you have any questions about the Talented and Gifted program at Mount Vernon please feel free to contact the TAG Designee, Cassandra Ford, or visit the ACPS TAG website at acps.k12.va.us/curriculum/design/tag.php for more information. There will be another opportunity to refer students in the winter, with a final referral deadline in late February.[image: image2.png]
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