Mount Vernon Community School PTA

Year in Review:  2010-11
Wow!  Through thousands of volunteer hours and nearly $63,000 in fundraising, together we are enabling a strong and inspiring context for student learning at MVCS.   Take a look at the past year!
Literacy

· Book Room: 20,000 books organized, labeled & leveled for take-home readers

· Birthday books: On their birthday, each student picks a book for their home library
· Library materials: New & replacement books & materials for the school library
Fieldtrips 

· Kindergarten: Butterfly exhibit at Natural History Museum, National Zoo, Liang & the Magic Paint Brush performance, TC Williams Planetarium 

· 1st Grade: Alexandria Water Treatment Plant, American History Museum, National Building Museum, Living Classrooms

· 2nd Grade: Native American Museum, Mount Vernon Estates Colonial Days, National Arboretum 

· 3rd Grade: Freer Gallery, African Art Museum, TC Williams Planetarium

· 4th Grade: Jamestown, Richmond, TC Williams Planetarium

· 5th Grade: Holocaust Museum, Newseum, Baltimore Aquarium

 
In School Assemblies 

· Under The Sea

· Yojo (test-taking motivation for 3rd-5th and literacy for K-2)

· Blue Sky Puppets (Building Bridges for Positive Behavior Initiative)

· Discovery Theater's Lions of Industry (African American Inventors)

· Kate Travels in Time (Virginia History)  

· Storyteller Barbara Effron and author Jacqueline Jules
Community Building & Teacher Appreciation
· New Family Pizza Party & Orientation 
· Welcome Back Ice Cream Social

· 1st Day of School Parent Reception

· Dinner for teachers during parent/teacher conferences

· Daily gifts, treats and acknowledgements during Teacher Appreciation Week
· Design & production of school yearbook

· 5th grade promotion celebration
After School Clubs

· Fall, Winter & Spring Clubs:  Art, Dance, Science, Green Team, Rugby, Drama, Chess, Girls-on-the-Run, Yoga, & Crafts
Music & Art Program Purchases
· Band:  cymbals & snare stands, 5 alto saxophones, 3 trombones, 2 baritone horns, 4 clarinets, 3 flutes, 1 oboe, 2 trumpets, 2 music carts, & sheet music

· Music: 30 ukuleles, 2 xylophones, 10 tambourines, scarves

· Orchestra: Bass stand and CD Player

· Art:  modeling clay (Kinders), frame kits(1st grade), materials for self-portraits(2nd), Japanese brush painting(3rd grade), Ukrainian eggs (4th grade) & canvasses (5th grade)
Family Theme Nights

· International Night: featuring China, Italy, and El Salvador

· Science Night: engaging families in engineering, chemistry, and biology 

· Reflections Art Contest:  hundreds of entries in visual arts, music, dance, photography & writing
Parent Communication
· Speakers at PTA meetings
· ListServe forum for information & discussion
· PTA Newsletter
· Sign Board updating
Additional Investments & Support

· Mini-grants for classrooms:  such as caterpillars to study butterfly life cycles, literacy center games, & support for PBIS
· Parent education opportunities & forums

· Fall & Spring Spruce up days and ongoing garden development & maintenance
· Two Hi-tech Smart Boards for classrooms

· Emergency lunch fund

· Meeting translation and childcare

· Helping Hands Fund
· Volunteers for classroom support, Scholastic Book Fair, Reading is Fundamental days, Read Across America party, school pictur

Thank you parents, teachers and community partners!

